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Library Resources 

Non-fiction Books 

Databases– People

Databases– States & Countries

Databases- Encyclopedias

 Websites
Contain information (which may or may not be 
correct) that is displayed through the internet.
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When should I use a website 

instead of a book or database?

When the non-fiction books are checked 

out.

When you don’t have money to make 

copies from a reference book.

When the database is not working or does 

not have the information you need. 

When you have checked to make sure the 

website is a reliable source. 



Let’s do a Google search for the “boa constrictor”.

Now let’s look at the top three results.



1st Result - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

wikipedia.org

This website ends in “.org” which means it is an organization.



2nd Result – National Geographic

nationalgeographic.com

This website ends in “.com” which means it’s a commercial organization or 

business.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/


3rd Result -The National Zoo – A Smithsonian Institute

nationalzoo.si.edu

Smithsonian National Zoological Park. This website ends in “.edu” which 

means it is an educational institution.

How many people would choose Wikipedia? National Geographic? The 

National Zoo – A Smithsonian Institute?

Now let me tell you a little more about what to look for in a reputable website. 

A reputable site is one that you can trust. 



Can I trust this website?

Does the website look professional?
If the website is sloppy or has a lot of mistakes in spelling and grammar, 
choose another site.

Do you know who wrote the information?  
Look for the author at the end of the article or webpage.

Does the author of the article have a degree in the subject?
If you are not sure about the author’s level of education, ask a librarian.

Is the information up-to-date?
Do most of the links work? Was the website updated recently.

Does the web address end in .edu or .gov meaning it is  an 
educational or government website?

Websites that end in .org or .com should be recommended by a 
trustworthy adult. 

Ask a librarian! 
If you are unsure about a website, ask  a librarian to make sure it is 
reputable. 
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Let’s take a closer look at Wikipedia.
www.wikipedia.org

Below it says, “Welcome to Wikipedia, the free website that anyone can 

edit.” Can you edit it? Yes. Articles on the Wikipedia search engine can be 

edited by anyone. Therefore, it is not a good source to use for research. 

Remember: The internet is like a bulletin board; anyone and everyone can 
post information. There is no one that can keep track of all the 
information posted. You must be a smart researcher.



Which is the best choice for information about boa constrictors?

The Smithsonian National Zoo is an educational institution with 

articles written by scientists.

Is there another site that you might choose if you needed more 

information? 

Yes. National Geographic is an educational magazine that has 

articles written by scientists.

Smithsonian National Zoo National Geographic



“Why can’t I just copy and paste?”

What is plagiarism?
-Presenting someone else’s writing as your own by either copying it 

word-for-word or not listing where you found the information.

What is paraphrasing?
-Putting the information you have read into your own words. Read first, then write 

down what you remember. Go back and make sure the facts are accurate.

Example of paraphrasing from the non-fiction book, Almost Gone: 

The Worlds Rarest Animals, by Steve Jenkins.

Text directly from a book: “The Tasmanian wolf, or thylacine, was not 

really a wolf. It was a marsupial and carried its young in a pouch like a 

kangaroo.”

In your own words: The Tasmanian wolf was a marsupial, not a 

wolf. It held its babies in its pouch just like a kangaroo.

What are citations?
They list information about the book, database or website you used and give 

credit to authors.
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